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Communicating With the Instructor 
This course uses a “three before me” policy for student to faculty communications. 
When questions arise during the course of this class, please remember to check 
these three sources for an answer before asking me to reply to your individual 
questions: 

1. Course syllabus 
2. Announcements in Blackboard 
3. The Q & A discussion board 

This policy will help you in potentially identifying answers before I can get back to 
you and it also helps your instructor avoid answering similar questions or concerns 
multiple times. 
  
If you cannot find an answer to your question, please first post your question to the 
Q & A questions discussion board. Here your question can be answered for the 
benefit of all students by either your fellow students who know the answer to your 
question or the instructor. You are encouraged to answer questions from other 
students in the discussion forum when you know the answer to a question in order to 
help provide timely assistance. 
  
If you have questions of a personal nature such as relating a personal emergency, 
questioning a grade on an assignment, or something else that needs to be 
communicated privately, you are welcome to contact me via email or phone. My 
preference is that you will try to email me first. I will usually respond to email and 
phone messages from 8am to 5pm on weekdays, please allow 24 hours for me to 
respond. 
  
If you have a question about the technology being used in the course, please contact 
the Doane University Help Desk for assistance (contact information is listed below). 

Course Catalog Description  
All nurses in today's health care environment are faced with multiple ethical 
challenges which are related either directly or indirectly to cost-conscious hospitals, 



managed care payment plans, nursing staffing problems, the looming nursing 
shortage, and complex medical conditions that affect not just individuals, but whole 
communities. This course focuses on the legal and ethical rights, responsibilities, and 
obligations of the practicing nurse in a rapidly changing health care environment. 
The Nebraska Health and Human Services Accountability for Professional Conduct of 
Nurses and the American Nurses Association's Code of Ethics are used as guides to 
examine implications for legal and ethical decision-making. Students learn the 
specific responsibilities and obligations they have to those they serve and develop a 
professional self-definition as a practitioner of the art and science of nursing. 

Course Prerequisites  
N/A 

Course Textbook and Materials 
Required 

Husted, G. L., Wolf, K. M., Scotto, C. J., & Husted, J. H. (2015). Bioethical Decision 
Making in Nursing, Fifth Edition. New York: Springer Publishing Company. 

Free eText access is through a link from the Doane University Library 
https://proxyweb.doane.edu/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direc
t=true&AuthType=ip,uid&db=nlebk&AN=920016&site=ehost-live 

Learning Objectives 
Course Objectives 

At the completion of this course students will be able to: 

1. Describe and apply basic ethical frameworks in order to analyze ethical 
and legal dimensions of professional practice and policy.  

2. Identify ethical dilemmas in personal, professional and civic arenas.  
3. Demonstrate the use of resources for in-depth study of professional 

ethics.  
4. Research, cite and analyze examples of concrete ethical situations and 

problems in health professions.  
5. Describe and evaluate ethical situations and problems that are unique 

to the student’s own profession, in contrast to those shared by a wide 
range of health professions.  

6. Summarize the varied sources of law as applied to healthcare 
professionals.  

7. Analyze the bond of trust between patients and healthcare 
professionals.  

8. Consider the impact of self-care by healthcare professionals and 
evaluate the responsibility of professionals to care for themselves 
mentally and physically.  

9. Evaluate the ethical dilemmas healthcare professionals are faced with 
in extreme circumstances.  

 


